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ABSTRACT 

This document includes a booklet and presentation guide. The 
booklet contains the anchor papers used to score the 2001 Washington 
Assessment of Student Learning (WASL) in writing, grade 7. Anchor papers are 
concrete examples that illustrate the intent of the scoring guides. The 
papers in the booklet exemplify the full range of score points possible. The 
booklet notes that: (1) for each of the two writing prompts, students can 

earn up to four points for content, organization, and style, and two points 
for conventions such as grammar, punctuation, capitalization, paragraphing, 
and spelling; (2) students can receive a total of twelve points on the WASL 
in writing; and (3) it takes nine points to meet the standard. The booklet is 
divided into three parts: (1) student work on a narrative prompt earning 4, 

3, 2, and 1 point (s) in the area of content, organization, and style; (2) 
student work on an expository prompt earning 4, 3, 2, and 1 point (s) in the 
area of content, organization, and style; and (3) student work earning 2, 1, 

and 0 point (s) in the area of conventions. The booklet also contains writing 
prompts and writing scoring guides. The presentation guide is designed for 
principals to use with staff, to introduce the use of the Grade 7 Anchor Set 
Annotations, Spring 2001 Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL) in 
Writing document. It has two applications: teachers in grades five through 
seven will be able to use the document as a tool for identifying quality 
student writing, improving writing instruction, and improving student 
achievement in writing; and the materials in the document may also be used to 
teach students to assess and improve the quality of their own writing and to 
set goals. The guide provides for principals a presentation overview; 
materials/arrangements needed for presentation; presentation steps; and 
suggestions for additional writing resources for staff. In addition, the 
guide includes a sample selection of student responses. (PM) 
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About the Washington Assessment 
of Student Learning in Writing 
Grade 7 



Why test writing? 

Learning to write is vital to a good education. It is an essential skill for succeeding in higher 
education, the workplace, and lifelong learning. Writing requires students to express their 
knowledge with purpose and coherence. As students learn to write, they sharpen their ability to 
clarify thoughts and organize ideas. Writing teaches mental discipline and precision by 
promoting careful, analytical thinking and demanding that students follow the rigors of correct 
spelling, punctuation, capitalization, sentence structure, and usage/format. 

Purpose and Content of the WASL 

The writing section of the Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL) is designed to 
measure student achievement of the Essential Academic Learning Requirements in writing. 

The test includes two writing tasks or "prompts," one designed to elicit an expository response 
(i.e., writing to explain why or inform) and the other, a persuasive response. Although the 
second Essential Academic Learning Requirement states that students be able to write for 
"different... purposes," holding the purposes/modes constant will ensure that the difficulty of the 
test is consistent from year to year. 

The decision to limit the number of modes/purposes assessed is in no way meant to limit 
classroom instruction or district and classroom-based assessments. Expository and persuasive 
modes were chosen because learning to write for these purposes is essential if students are to 
perform well on the tasks expected of them in the 7* grade — on the reading and mathematics 
WASL, for example — as well as in the years to come. 

Each writing prompt will clearly state a designated topic, audience, purpose (mode), and 
form. Research has shown that in order to be effective, a writer must understand the role and 
interaction of topic, audience, purpose, and form. Each prompt will contain an underlined 
verb — explain or inform for the expository prompt, persuade or convince for the persuasive 
prompt — which will serve to cue writing for the intended mode/purpose. In addition, each 
writing prompt will also specify a form, for example, letter, editorial, or essay. Therefore, a 
prompt might be written as follows: Decide on how much TV you think students should watch 
and then write an essay (form) to convince (persuasive mode) parents (audience) to follow your 
advice (topic). 
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Expository Writing: 

For the purposes of the state assessment, an expository response is one that explains why or 
informs about something. The writer should present information in a way that enhances the 
reader’s understanding of the topic. Effective expository writing is usually, but not always, 
characterized by the following: 

• narrowed topic and focus on main idea; 

• well-chosen supporting details which may include description, examples, anecdotes, 
reasons, and/or facts; 

• logical, understandable organizational pattern; 

• transitions to connect ideas; 

• commitment to the topic (voice); 

• an introduction and conclusion. 

Sample expository prompts: (1) What makes a good teacher? Write a multi-paragraph essay 
that will inform adults what makes a good teacher and why, or (2) Compose a letter to your 
friend explaining why you enjoyed a book you have read OR a movie OR live performance you 
have seen. 



Persuasive Writing: 

For the purposes of the state assessment, a persuasive response is one that is primarily written to 
persuade or convince the designated audience to support a point of view, make a decision, or 
take an action. Effective persuasive writing is usually, but not always, characterized by the 
following: 

• topic or issue clearly stated in the introduction; 

• a clear position and stays focused on that position; 

• more than one argument to support position; 

• detailed reasons, examples, and evidence to support arguments; 

• a clear, logical organizational strategy which makes the best case for position; 

• transitions to connect position, arguments, and evidence; 

• an awareness of the audience demonstrated in the choice of words, details, and voice; 

• persuasive language and techniques; 

• an ending/conclusion which includes a call for action. 

Sample persuasive prompts: (1) Decide on how much TV you think students should watch, and 
then write several paragraphs to convince parents to follow your advice, or (2) The school day 
has been extended by 15 minutes. In a multi-paragraph letter, convince the principal how the 
extra time should be spent and why. 

A final note: Effective writing instruction includes teaching the traits of quality writing; a 
variety of modes/purposes and audiences; various forms of writing, such as research papers, 
poems, editorials, or essays; the writing process; and self reflection/goal setting. The overall 
goal of a comprehensive writing program is to support students in becoming clear, competent, 
and reflective writers who have the ability to adjust their writing for topic, audience, and 
purpose. 
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How to Use This Book 



This booklet contains the anchor papers used to score the 2001 Washington Assessment of 
Student Learning (WASL) in writing, grade 7. Anchor papers are concrete examples that 
illustrate the intent of the scoring guides. They serve as a reference point or "anchor" to ensure 
that scorers interpret and apply the scoring guides consistently. 

The papers shown exemplify the full range of score points possible. For each of the two writing 
prompts students can earn up to: 

+ four points for content, organization, and style; and 

♦ two points for conventions (grammar/usage, punctuation, capitalization, 
paragraphing, and spelling). 

In summary, students can receive a total of twelve points on the WASL in writing. It takes nine 
points to meet the standard. 

This booklet is divided into three tabs: 

♦ Student work on a persuasive prompt earning 4, 3, 2, and 1 point(s) in the area of content, 
organization, and style; 

♦ Student work on an expository prompt earning 4, 3, 2, and 1 point(s) in the area of content, 
organization, and style; and 

♦ Student work earning 2, 1, and 0 point(s) in the area of conventions (grammar/usage, 
punctuation, capitalization, paragraphing, and spelling). 

At the beginning of each tab you will see a list of typed annotations and scores for each paper 
within the section. The annotations and papers are numbered such as 7EA8a. This should be 
read as: 

• 7= Grade Level (this is the same on every example) 

• E= Expository ("P" for persuasive or "C" for conventions) 

• A8= The number of the anchor paper (in this case #8) 

• a= The first page of the students response; "b" would indicate the second page, "c" the third, 
and so on. 

This is the numbering system used by the state's testing contractor. We have used this same 
numbering system to ensure accurate identification of papers should any questions arise. Make 
sure the number of the annotation you are reading matches the student sample. The score is 
shown at the end of each anchor paper: "COS" for content, organization, and style or "CONV" 
for conventions. 

Review of these examples should help you better understand the level of work expected of 
students who meet the standard in writing. For additional assistance, please call OSPI's Office of 
Assessment, Research, and Curriculum at (360) 725-6333. 
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2001 Washington Assessment of Student 
Learning in Writing 

Grade 7 Prompts 



Expository Prompt 



Think of an adult from your current school or another school you have 
attended that you will remember for a long time. In a multi-paragraph essay, 
explain to your teacher what will make this person hard to forget and why. 



Persuasive Prompt 



You have been given permission to invite a person to speak to seventh 
graders at your school. Write a multi-paragraph letter in which you name the 
person and convince your principal that this person would be the best 
speaker. 
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Content, Organization, and Style Scoring Guide 



Points 


Description 


4 


• maintains consistent focus on the topic and has ample supporting details 

• has a logical organizational pattern and conveys a sense of completeness and 
wholeness 

• provides transitions which clearly serve to connect ideas 

• uses language effectively by exhibiting word choices that are engaging and 
appropriate for intended audience and purpose 

• includes sentences, or phrases where appropriate, of varied length and 
structure 

• allows the reader to sense the person behind the words 


3 


• maintains adequate focus on the topic and has adequate supporting details 

• has a logical organizational pattern and conveys a sense of wholeness and 
completeness, although some lapses occur 

• provides adequate transitions in an attempt to connect ideas 

• uses effective language and appropriate word choices for intended audience 
and purpose 

• includes sentences, or phrases where appropriate, that are somewhat varied in 
length and structure 

• provides the reader with some sense of the person behind the words 


2 


• demonstrates an inconsistent focus and includes some supporting details, but 
may include extraneous or loosely related material 

• shows an attempt at an organizational pattern, but exhibits little sense of 
wholeness and completeness 

• provides transitions which are weak or inconsistent 

• has a limited and predictable vocabulary which may not be appropriate for the 
intended audience and purpose 

• shows limited variety in sentence length and structure 

• attempts somewhat to give the reader a sense of the person behind the words 


1 


• demonstrates little or no focus and few supporting details which may be 
inconsistent or interfere with the meaning of the text 

• has little evidence of an organizational pattern or any sense of wholeness and 
completeness 

• provides transitions which are poorly utilized, or fails to provide transitions 

• has a limited or inappropriate vocabulary for the intended audience and 
purpose 

• has little or no variety in sentence length and structure 

• provides the reader with little or no sense of the person behind the words 


0 


• response is “I don’t know”; response is a question mark (?); response is one 
word; response is only the title of the prompt; or the prompt is simply recopied 
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Conventions Scoring Guide 



Points 


Description 


2 


• consistently follows the rules of standard English for 
usage 

• consistently follows the rules of standard English for spelling of 
commonly used words 

• consistently follows the rules of standard English for capitalization 
and punctuation 

• consistently exhibits the use of complete sentences except where 
purposeful phrases or clauses are used for effect 

• indicates paragraphs consistently 


1 


• generally follows the rules of standard English for usage 

• generally follows the rules of standard English for spelling of 
commonly used words 

• generally follows the rules of standard English for capitalization and 
punctuation 

• generally exhibits the use of complete sentences except where 
purposeful phrases are used for effect 

• indicates paragraphs for the most part 


0 


• mostly does not follow the rules of standard English for usage 

• mostly does not follow the rules of standard English for spelling of 
commonly used words 

• mostly does not follow the rules of standard English for 
capitalization and punctuation 

• exhibits errors in sentence structure that impede communication 

• mostly does not indicate paragraphs 

• response is “I don’t know”; response is a question mark (?); 
response is one word; response is only the title of the prompt; or the 
prompt is simply recopied 
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Expository Prompt 



Washington Assessment of Student Learning in Writing, Grade 7 
Expository Prompt, Task A 
Content, Organization, and Style 
2001 Anchor Set Annotations 



7EA1 (COS 4) 

This response demonstrates a strong ability to explain effectively. A consistent focus is on my 
favorite teacher that I ever had. Ample and sometimes humorous supporting details develop the 
topic: ...all we did was play games and horse around, ...rarely did anything to even attempt to 
challenge your mind, ...in the back of the class he had a tank filled with 25 newts. These details 
are elaborated well and logically organized. The writer uses transitions skillfully throughout the 
letter to clearly connect ideas, conveying a feeling of wholeness and cohesiveness to the reader: 
since, Another reason, whenever, now, But the coolest part. Effective, engaging word choices 
are evident, which allows the reader to sense the person behind the words: Someone answered 
the question right so the whole class got to play games on the computer the rest of the day. For 
saying the name of a movie! 1 loved it. Sentences vary in length and structure; fragments are 
used purposefully for effect. The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 4. 

7EA2 (COS 4) 

This response demonstrates a strong ability to explain effectively. The focus is consistently on 
the person who really changed my life in so many different ways. Ample supporting details are 

used to develop the topic: ...really cares about all her students..., ...more of a friend class 

was also fun to be in.... The writer then elaborated using effective language and engaging word 
choices. A logical organization proceeds from a general view of my third grade teacher, to 
illustrative examples: ...it was a very sad time..., She invited me to the house..., ...go inside & 
eat popcorn and candy..., ...class was also fun to be in..., “hands on “projects ..., lots of plays, 
...’’Sound of Music. ” The concluding sentence efficiently closes the essay: The main thing is, 
you can ’t forget a friend, and that’s exactly what she made herself. This organization, along 
with the consistent use of transitions (also, still, To me, then, as she, The main thing), conveys a 
sense of wholeness and cohesiveness. Sentence structure and length are varied in this fluent 
essay: She ’s a very incredible lady. She is a teacher who wasn ’t there because it’s her job, but 
because she really cares about all of her students and loves to see them excell. A sense of 
audience is evident in the effective use of language and word choice. In the past I’ve had many 
great teachers, and other adults that have helped me through things. To me and I’m sure many 
of my classmates, she was more of a friend then anything else. A clear sense of the person 
behind the words emerges. The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 4. 

7EA3 (COS 4) 

This response demonstrates a strong ability to explain effectively. This writer’s consistent focus 

and ample supporting details clearly explain why Mrs. S is named in answer to the writer’s 

introductory question: What person can 1 absolutely not forget in my lifetime. The essay has a 

distinct introduction and conclusion, and supporting details are organized around why Mrs. S 

stood out over them all: personality, nichnames, great teacher, kept smiling. This 




7PAla: = Grade, N = Persuasive, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number 
7EAla: = Grade, E = Expository, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number 
7CAla: = Grade, C = Conventions, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number 
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organizational strategy and the use of transitions to clearly connect ideas ( of coarse, Another 
thing, However, Not only, And last) result in a sense of wholeness and completeness. Fluency is 
achieved through the variety of sentence lengths and structures: Not only was she a kind person, 
but a great teacher also. I had improved drastically in every subject she had taught us. In that 
life changing year I started to learn about the real world and all the people in it. This, coupled 
with engaging word choices {pondering, benevolent ) illuminates the person behind the words. 
The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 4. 

7EA4 (COS 3) 

This response demonstrates a sufficient ability to explain effectively. The essay maintains focus 

on Mrs. P ... my fifth grade teacher and the best teacher 1 ever had and also provides adequate 

supporting reasons: ...she made the classroom comfortable..., ...did not have a lot of rules..., ... 
fun and interesting topics for projects.... Specific examples elaborate most of the main points: 
...believed that if we had our freedom we would behave and this was true 94.2% of the time. The 
paper has an adequate introduction and conclusion, and the transitions connect ideas: first 
reason, for instance, also, thirds, producing a sense of wholeness and completeness. Word 
choice is appropriate and adds interest: ...made the classroom comfortable for instance she 
brought in a couch, pillows, bean bag chairs.... Although many sentences begin with She + a 
verb, sentences vary somewhat in length and structure. The best-fit COS score for this piece of 
writing is a 3. 

7EA5 (COS 3) 

This response demonstrates a sufficient ability to explain effectively. This essay on Mr. C 

explains why he was a pretty cool principal. The main points are elaborated with adequate 
clarifying details: . . .goes easy on the trouble makers. .., go on field trips. . ., playing soccer 
during recess..., had a fire truck come..., puts on field games.... Ideas are logically organized 
with a brief opening and closing. Adequate transitions connect ideas, producing a fluent, 
cohesive wholeness: also, when, or, even, Everytime, then, The day before. Word choice is 
appropriate for the audience and intended purpose. Most of the sentences are complex with 
some variety in length and openings: Everytime you talk to him, he’d say funny jokes and even 
say some to teachers, which was weird! Most teachers will send you to detention if you were 
acting up. Some sense of the person behind the words emerges. The best-fit COS score for this 
piece of writing is a 3. 

7EA6 (COS 3) 

This response demonstrates a sufficient ability to explain effectively. This writer maintains 

focus while explaining why Mrs. J, ...made a big difference in my life. Adequate specific 

details develop the essay: ...taught us how to tie our shoelaces, how to count to ten. Longer 
elaboration explains When we got in trouble. Adequate transitions attempt to connect ideas 
{When, Then, Over all), which help develop the sense of wholeness and completeness in this 
essay. Word choices are appropriate, but somewhat limited; repetition is evident throughout this 
explanation: 7 was only 5 so I don ’t remember everything. I remember every day she would 
come in with a smile on her face. I remember her hand. While there is some structural variety, 

most sentences are simple or compound: She is a teacher. Her name is Mrs. J . She didn ’t 

teach grade school. She teaches kindergarden. Similarly, sentence openings are repetitious: 




7PAla: = Grade, N = Persuasive, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number 
7EAla: = Grade, E = Expository, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number 
7CAla: = Grade, C = Conventions, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number 
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She was a great teacher, She loved to teach, She taught us how to tie our shoe laces, She would 
take old shoe boxes and put string through them, She taught us how to count to ten, She used 
flash cards, She gave us.... The writer conveys a sense of the person behind the words even 
though I was only 5 so I don 't remember everything. The best-fit COS score for the piece of 
writing is a 3. 

7EA7 (COS 3) 

This response demonstrates a sufficient ability to explain effectively. An anecdote retelling a 
particular incident in 6 th grade provides the supporting detail in this essay that explains why I will 
remember that name for a long time to come. The essay is logically organized with an 
introductory paragraph and a chronological relating to the incident at school. It does, however, 
lack a closing. Adequate transitions (Here, One day, So, The main reason, Then, until) serve to 
connect ideas and convey a sense of wholeness and completeness. The word choice indicates the 
writer’s clear awareness of audience: ...did what all 6 h grade classes did, we gave her a hard 
time, ...I know what we did wasn 't very nice, but listen to what She did to us. Sentences are 
somewhat varied in length and structure, which enhances the fluency of the essay: I was in 6' h 

grade attending W Elementry, Here is Where I had the worst substitute teacher you could ever 

dream of. Her name was Mrs. P and I will remember that name for a long time to come. 

Through this evocative explanation of an incident at school, the writer provides a sense of the 
person behind the words. The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 3. 

7EA8 (COS 3) 

This response demonstrates a sufficient ability to explain effectively. The writer focuses on 

Mr. C ... my third grade teacher.... Mr. C taught me many things..., We had a lot of fun 

together like when we went on our three day field trip... are the main reasons the writer chose 

Mr. C . They are expanded with adequate detail: ...taught me how to square dance, ...get 

good grades, ...to go far in life, ...went to the state capitol, ...Astoria Column. The essay is 
logically organized and a sense of completeness is provided with the distinct introduction and 
conclusion as well as transitions to connect ideas: also, Even though, One day. A variety of 
short, simple and long, complex sentences result in a fluent piece of writing. The specific word 
choices are appropriate to the audience and intended purpose, although taught and went are 
repeated several times. The reader has a sense of the person behind the words. The best-fit COS 
score for this piece of writing is a 3. 

7EA9 (COS 3) 

This response demonstrates a sufficient ability to explain effectively. The essay maintains 
adequate focus, as it explains why 1 could never forget him. The main points are generally 
logically organized with one lapse. The detail in the fourth paragraph logically should follow He 
loved playing games with his classes (in the third paragraph), since it expands upon that idea. 

The introduction and conclusion are sufficient and help to create wholeness and completeness. 

The writer provides specific supporting details which clarify the main points: ...hated giving 
tests..., ...loved playing games..., ...reading..., ...did work in class.... Transitions connect the 
ideas: unless, Every Friday, if you, then, sometimes. Sentences are varied in both length and 
structure and are generally well constructed, except for the opening statement: This teacher that 
I have known for a while and was my fourth grade teacher, is my favorite teacher I have ever 



7PAla: = Grade, N = Persuasive, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number 
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had so far. The essay conveys some sense of the person behind the words. The best-fit COS 
score for this piece of writing is a 3. 

7EA10 (COS 2) 

This response demonstrates a weak ability to explain effectively. The writer offers some 

supporting detail to explain why a teacher at H elementry is hard to forget. Elaboration is 

inconsistent; some is specific: . . .had a rule about who gets to change the mouth on the calendar, 
...best listener... and some is very general: ...make it fun and helpful..., ...feel special. Asa 
result, the development is uneven. There is no apparent introduction, but the conclusion is 
effective: Her personality will win your heart over, and over again. Transitions are used 
infrequently, so the essay exhibits little sense of wholeness or cohesiveness. Word choice is 
generally limited (great, fun, helpful ), but a few words or phrases stand out (unforgetable, win 
your heart). Sentences generally show limited variety, but some complex structures are used. 
The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 2. 

7EA12 (COS 2) 

This response demonstrates a weak ability to explain. The essay maintains focus on Mrs. O 

throughout. Supporting details include: ...made you feel good about yourself..., ... could use 
games to teach..., ... her big hair..., Oregon Trail unit. The details, however, are somewhat 
general and list-like with no planned organization evident. Weak transitions and the minimal 
opening and closing contribute to the sense that this essay is incompletely developed. The word 
choice is predictable and generally non-specific: good, way of teaching, games, fun, a lot. 
Sentence structure is unvarying, and most sentences begin with a subject-verb construction, 
usually She or I + a verb. As a result, the person behind the words can only be somewhat sensed. 
The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 2. 

7EA12 (COS 2) 

This response demonstrates a weak ability to explain effectively. The writer chooses my first 
grade teacher as the person 7 will never forget and explains why using some supporting detail: 
...showed me... how to read, ...how to make things, like ice cream.... The writer attempts to 
organize by including a minimal introduction and conclusion, but the developmental paragraphs 
essentially repeat the same information, often in the same words. Transitions are weak or 
lacking. Word choice is predictable (nice teacher, good teacher, funnest teacher), and sentence 
variety is limited to mostly simple constructions. The sense of the person behind the words is 
somewhat apparent. The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 2. 

7EA13 (COS 2) 

This response demonstrates a weak ability to explain effectively. An inconsistent focus is 

present in this essay. First, there is an explanation of why ...I will never forget... Mr. C , which 

is supported with some elaborating detail: . . .mean . .... ..never let you get up..., . ..nag on 
someone. The focus then shifts to the outcome of this personal experience: In April, my mom. ... 
This shift of focus, the abrupt ending, and few transitions results in little sense of wholeness. 
Sentences show little variety and vocabulary is predictable. The narrative style, however, does 
allow a glimpse into the person behind the words. The best-fit COS score for this piece of 
writing is a 2. 




7PAla: = Grade, N = Persuasive, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number 
7EAla: = Grade, E = Expository, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number 
7CAla: = Grade, C = Conventions, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number 
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7EA14 (COS 2) 

This response demonstrates a weak ability to explain effectively. The writer names a person that 
he or she will never forget and includes some reasons for that choice. The supporting details, 
however, are only loosely related to the topic and are not clarified with examples: ...loving, 
caring, and very sweet; ...always happy;... confident and very smart. The minimal opening and 
brief closing demonstrate an attempt at an organizational pattern, but transitions are 
inconsistently used. Predictable word choices are found in sentences that are mostly simple 
declaratives of approximately the same length. Additionally, the sentences generally open in a 
similar manner; three of the first five sentences in the essay begin with She. The essay conveys 
only a minimal sense of the person behind the words. The best-fit COS score for this piece of 
writing is a 2. 

7EA15 (COS 2) 

This response demonstrates a weak ability to explain effectively. The writer focuses on my sixth 
grade teacher and offers a few reasons for his choice of this person: ...always made something 
boring into something exciting; ...do some special stuff on Fridays, like... get candy and other 
prizes. The minimal opening and closing indicate an attempt to organize ideas, but transitions 
are weak and details appear to be a listing. Word choice and sentence variety are both limited: 

He was, he was, he would, he always. The writing only somewhat conveys a sense of the person 
behind the words. The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 2. 

7EA16 (COS 1) 

This response demonstrates an insufficient ability to explain effectively. The writer names A 
teacher helper as the person he or she would remember for a long time. A few supporting details 
are supplied to explain why: ...happy and nice..., let me bake Brownies..., but the details aren’t 
clearly connected to . . .Helped me to do My Read and My Math. There is a sense of organization 
in the rudimentary introduction and conclusion; one transition ( even though) is used. Vocabulary 
is very limited (happy, nice), and sentences show little variety. The essay provides only a hint of 
the person behind the words. The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 1. 

7EA17 (COS 1) 

This response demonstrates an insufficient ability to explain effectively. Mrs. S is one person 

the writer would have a hard time forgeting. A list of reasons follows the assertion but does not 
elaborate on them with examples or details: ...a nice person, ...so wonderful, ...there for you, 
...great person. Little or no organizational strategy emerges; the opening statement begins with 

Hi, this is A M .... and the concluding statement consists of Well, I have to go. Sentences are 

simple and short with repeated use of the pronoun she: she is, she likes, she could be, she 's one. 
Basic, generic word choice allows little sense of the person behind the words. The best-fit COS 
score for this piece of writing is a 1. 



7PAla: = Grade, N = Persuasive, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number 
7EAla: = Grade, E = Expository, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number 
7CAla: = Grade, C = Conventions, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number 

5 



7EA18 (COS 1) 

This response demonstrates an insufficient ability to explain effectively. This brief essay does 

focus on Mrs. M as This teacher l would pick and provides a few generic supporting details: 

...teaches me good stujf..., cares about me..., ...likes me.... An organizational pattern is not 
evident, and sentences are repetitive, rather than varied. The very basic word short and brevity 
of the response conveys almost no sense of the person behind the words. The best-fit COS score 
for this piece of writing is a 1. 

7EA19 (COS 1) 

This response demonstrates an insufficient ability to explain effectively. The writer names a 
person, my kindergarten teacher, as the focus of his or her explanation, but adds very few, vague 
supporting details: ...nice, friendly, and kind. No organizational strategy is apparent in this 
sparse essay. Sentences are varied, but there are only five sentences; the word choice is simple 
and limited: ...my favorite..., ... a lot more I could say.... Little or no sense of the person 
behind the words is apparent. The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 1. 




7PAla: = Grade, N = Persuasive, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number 
7EAla: = Grade, E = Expository, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number 
7CAla: = Grade, C = Conventions, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number 
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Final Draft 



7EA1a 



Writing 



Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again. 

When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the 
next four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a 
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



Think of an adult from your current school or another school you have attended 
that you will remember for a lone time. In a multi-paraeraph essav, explain to your 
teacher what will make this person hard to forget and why. 
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Final Draft 



7EA1b 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Final Draft 



7EA1c 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Final Draft 



7EA1d 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again. 

When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the 
next four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a 
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



Think of an adult from your current school or another school you have attended 
that you will remember for a long time. In a multi-paragraph essay, explain to your 
teacher what will make this person hard to forget and why. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 

CtebrmVes She mars mrfp af n -f n f.nel 

/ 

WtoO H-ouVWnA fW(L. She. AViNn.uS 

~\U<^ fer non \oV>e.<-\ i ini £££d£d Kp) 0 i.uij -h 



5<a(nf yViiYi ^u-sV ■needed +0 -ra)^ 

T ceud f^rn'embe/ abooV ynif utaj 
WfDvXvVi -WflV uear mu father oass eri^ 

1 r : i 1 



J 



a D&0- i V u:rt<~'a vem J and VI «ne. $££_ m? , 
± (m-mrwW-Mrv\V— — nS&v nnh-V Uerr. 



mWo 'mP sVfc Y~)p\^(1 -mP T^n^rnucrh . ’ 

‘SViS- j nVi -ted mp noV -tr\ ^lo&’^hoxTsP 
all Up -V'voe, Ver nieces and T u^Vio' 
fiau ;p, -W&. Uen no insWe ^ eni- 

oopcorn n/irl raryiu i;0kif iQe. loaithPr/ 



J- 



DO faj. (YloWfW 



Wer cA&ds nlso -Wn w tt in] 

\0e uk/c gUdciud fWna f./cihTici ''W-fK 



PCI* rvW ecK as I Sne Vfgj W) fMl 



We a ho did Ml af dau~s fbat 
diuckd.^e of iyha Savin' W d 





Writing 



Final Draft 



7EA2c 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again. 

When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the 
next four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a 
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



Think of an adult from your current school or another school you have attended 
that you will remember for a long time. In a multi-paragraph essay, explain to your 
teacher what will make this person hard to forget and why. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Writing 



Continue your Final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again. 

When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the 
next four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a 
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



Think of an adult from your current school or another school you have attended 
that you will remember for a Ions time. In a multi-paragraph essay, explain to vour 
teacher what will make this person hard to forget and why. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 



rule< 




$he 


i CAr't' 


i L4/& 


C>'.' r 




r/"- r?Jor". 


u 

Uy? 


*AJO C* 


jj\ ft-iA 4-A / ‘var 


ifae. 




41. 


sf 




\irf)e. (Wo? Cet^es 


Aar/ a, err (Asp 


Uouf 


Co’AIP.sa Aenepf' , 1/0^7 bar A , „ „J 


Teel 




^0 cnfarblk S 




/ <5^ 




r* 


^iC/k < 


ie 




/ft Wtf 0//8 la 5 lCt/1 


cW 


//llprp * 


~K)oitS 


to/' /O^o tec fe r7/i<?( /pf - ^ //) 


Our 




O^n ft ariffC <r 




• ✓> 
Sr,*«kire r Td^rA. (UC3, P (ft 


(a5 


t 

/9‘cA ts/Lcrt u/€ 


' t 

krfWT<?/t ko C/J. fl\e Userid 


Oi ii^ ■■ 


\aS <*A . 




r P Ci>x or. (j(\ ^yop/ldrd CCdC-tf . 






K/Oi/i M # 


ic-r&tns 


■fr (1 


g (a^e cf n hoi at (hafflQ. . 


0 


T 








“ ^ ^ £7 


II 


r 


n, p 




if 


SDfC;*\ CPrroO rtf' 




1 




h?r 


La 


Z7 “ ' 

i ,-fVA g\opJc ft / S, — ■ " . 


^leMfilAaT (A . Skp 


i S /rv/i • 


^ec/^l r>r<n/\ be.C Gc\ <c sAf 


is fiM 


</ 


Tfeiol/r. 


' ^ — = - 
Sir CiC\/z Md 'tV Lks^ 


\J 

Selva l 


or 


X 1 


we 


0 

evvr Ua<A . 


7 • 



COS 3 



O 

ERIC 



22 



32 





Writing 



Final Draft 



7EA5a 



Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again. 

When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the 
next four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft.- Remember, you may use a 
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



Think of an adult from your current school or another school you have attended 
that vou will remember for a lone time. In a raulti-paraeraph ess av. explain to vour 
teacher what will make this person hard to forget and why. 
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Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again. 
When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the 
next four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a 
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



Think of an adult from your current school or another school you have attended 
that you will remember for a long time. In a multi-paragraph essay, explain to your 
teacher what will make this person hard to forget and why. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Continue -your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 agai 
When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page 
next four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a 
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



Think of an adult from your current school or another school you have attended 
that you will remember for a long time. In a multi-paragraph essay, explain to your 
teacher what will make this person hard to forget and why. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Think of an adult from your current school or another 
school you have attended that you will remember for a 
long time. In a multi-paragraph essay, explain to your 
teacher why this person will be hard to forget. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again. 

When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the 
next four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a 
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



Think of an adult from your current school or another school you have attended 
that you will remember for a long time. In a multi-paragraph essay, explain to your 
teacher what will make this person hard to forget and why. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again. 

When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the 
next four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a 
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



Think of an adult from your current school or another school you have attended 
that you will remember for a Ion® time. In a multi-paragraph essay, exolain to your 
teacher what will make this person hard to forget and why. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Continueyour final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Think of an adult from your current school or another 
school yon have attended that you will remember for a 
Ion? time. In a multi-paragraph essay, explain to your 
teacher why this person will be hard to forget. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 7EA11b 
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Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again. 

When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the 
next four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a 
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



Think of an adult from your current school or another school you have attended 
that you will remember for a long time. In a multi-paragraph essay, explain to your 
teacher what will make this person hard to forget and why. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Final Draft 



Writing 



Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again. 

When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the 
next four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a 
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



Think of an adult from your current school or another school you have attended 
that you will remember for a long time. In a multi-paragraph essay, explain to your 
teacher what will make this person hard to forget and why. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again. 

When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the 
next four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a 
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with- your words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



Think of an adult from your current school or another school you have attended 
that you will remember for a long time. In a multi-paragraph essay, explain to your 
teacher what will make this person hard to forget and why. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Writing 



Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again. 

When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page ar 
next four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a 
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic forni to help you with your words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



Think of an adult from your current school or another school you have attended 
that you will remember for a long time. In a multi-paragraph essay, explain to your 
teacher what will make this person hard to forget and why. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Think of an adult from your current school or another 
school you have attended that you will remember for a 
long time. In a multi-paragraph essay, explain to your 
teacher why this person will be hard to forget. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Writing 



Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again. 

When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the 
next four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a 
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



Think of an-adult from your current school or another school you have attended 
that you will remember for a long time. In a multi-paragraph essay, explain to your 
teacher what will make this person hard to forget and why. 
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Writing 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Writing 



7EA18a 



Final Draft 



Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again. 

When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the 
next four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a 
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



Think of an adult from your current school or another school you have attended 
that you will remember for a long time. In a multi-paragraph essay, explain to your 
teacher what will make this person hard to forget and why. 
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Final Draft 



Writing 



Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again. 

When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the 
next four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a 
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



Think of an adult from your current school or another school you have attended 
that you will remember for a long time. In a multi-paragraph essay, explain to your 
teacher what will make this person hard to forget and why. 
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Persuasive Prompt 



Washington Assessment of Student Learning in Writing, Grade 7 
Persuasive Prompt, Task B 
Content, Organization, and Style 
2001 Anchor Set Annotations 



7PA1 (COS 4) 

This response demonstrates a strong ability to persuade a reader. The response is focused on a 

man named M M . Ample supporting details are evident: made students think deeply 

of the pain of depression and suicide... if there are more talks on this subject, it can be prevented 
alltogether. The organization is logical, and transitions clearly connect ideas: not only.... 

Instead of..., Again.... The writer shows awareness of his or her audience by anticipating and 

j _ .. _ _ n _ , tr. . .1 j .i ii .. - CO- . - 1 — 

countering arguments; ournt purerus may suy..., vaiicu sentences arc useu as wen as eneeuve 
language and engaging word choices: His discussion really hit my heart; Instead of being an 
every-day adult speaker, he relates to our fresh-into-teenage years lifestyles; ...yes, it DOES 
happen to people, young and old; and ...absolute best speaker you could possibly obtain.... 

The writer’s strong commitment to the topic contributes to a clear sense of the person behind the 
words. The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 4. 

7PA2 (COS 4) 

The response demonstrates a strong ability to persuade a reader. This response contains ample 
supporting details, including many aspects of the proposed speaker’s qualifications: She is the 

kind of person who enjoys speaking in front of others. . ., S has always been a leader, Unlike 

most people who get in front of an audience and either get scared or turn bright red like a 
tomatoe,.... A logical organizational pattern, a well-developed introduction, and a compelling 
conclusion convey a sense of completeness and persuasiveness. Transitions are adequate, and 
word choice is appropriate for the intended audience and purpose. Sentences are varied in both 
length and structure: After all this time of observing students, I have boiled my decision down 
and have choosen someone who I think would do their best to get the job done. Her name is 

S D B . A sense of the person behind the words emerges clearly in this letter. The best-fit 

COS score for this piece of writing is a 4. 

7PA3 (COS 4) 

This response demonstrates a strong ability to persuade a reader. This is a consistently focused 
piece of writing that has adequate supporting detail. The logical organizational pattern and 
effective transitional phrases move the reader smoothly through his or her argument and convey 
a sense of wholeness and completeness: The content of his arguments is also..., It is also 
significant.... Although sentence openings are structurally consistent (subject- verb), sentence 
length and complexity are adequately varied. Word choice is appropriate to the audience and 
engaging: He incorporates useful analogies and examples that encourage consideration of the 
issues. The arguments are convincing and valuable. The reader is able to sense the person 
behind the words. The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 4. 




7PAla: 

7EAla: 

7CAla: 
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7PA4 (COS 3) 

This response demonstrates a sufficient ability to persuade a reader. This piece of writing is 

focused and has adequate supporting details: L is articulate and knows how to adress an 

audience (probably because she has run the C talent show for so many years in a row). And 

whatever the topic, she would speak well because she is well-educated. Although the conclusion 
is minimal, transitions are adequate and the letter is well organized, conveying a sense of 
wholeness and completeness. Word choice is appropriate to the audience and purpose, and 

sentence length and structure are somewhat varied: She has a seventh grader attending A . 

And while she does all this, she still finds time to bake cookies and make jam ( on weekends only, 
though). The anecdotal examples especially help to give the reader some sense of the person 
behind the words. The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 3. 



7PA5 (COS 3) 

This response demonstrates a sufficient ability to persuade a reader. This letter focuses on three 

ideas: I think this because Mr. S is a motivator, he is funny, and because he graduated here at 

N from the high school. Adequate clarifying details, although more general than specific, are 

provided for each idea: Mr. S — would teach the kids about good and bad things..., ...he knows 
the good and bad places.... The writing is logically organized with an adequate introduction and 
somewhat repetitive conclusion; it does convey a sense of wholeness and completeness. Word 
choice is appropriate for the audience and purpose, and there is some variety in sentence length 

and structure: Mr. S would make a great speaker because he is funny. No, he does know when 

to be serious, but also when not to be. The seventh graders would still learn, only they wouldn 7 
be bored while they were sitting, they would actually be listening. Some sense of the person 
behind the words emerges. The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 3. 



7PA6 (COS 3) 

This response demonstrates a sufficient ability to persuade a reader. This letter stays focused on 
the topic and provides adequate supporting detail for the reasons the writer would choose Mr. 

D to speak. Transitions are functional: My main reason..., So in conclusion.... A small lapse 

in organization appears near the end of the letter: Well, thank you for reading my proposal. . . . 

Oh, one more thing.... This does not, however, seriously detract from the sense of wholeness 
and completeness. Word choice is appropriate for the intended audience and purpose, and 
sentence structure and length are somewhat varied. By describing the affect the speaker has had 
on him or her, and how he or she hopes the speaker will effect the students, the writer conveys 
some sense of the person behind the words: I know from past experience... makes you think 
about everyday things you take for granted. My main reason for him to come... the would see 
and understand that not everyone is as lucky as they are. The best-fit COS score for this piece of 
writing is a 3. 

7PA7 (COS 3) 

This response demonstrates a sufficient ability to persuade a reader. The letter is focused on 
three reasons for the writer’s choice of speaker: she’s honest, responsible, and she has good 
grades. Adequate, though sketchy, supporting details develop the main points: ...elected 

treasurer..., ...elected as vice president in grade..., S also has good grades.... 

Organization is logical, although introductory and concluding paragraphs are repetitive and 
minimal; adequate transitions provide a sense of wholeness. Sentence length is somewhat 
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varied, but sentence structure is fairly consistent with little variety in sentence openings: S is, 

S is, S also has.... Word choice is appropriate for the intended audience and functional, but 

redundancy robs it of energy: S also has good grades, really good...; Grades should be 

essential for speaking in front of the whole / grade...; She is worthy of speaking to the 7 

grade; S is honest and I thinnk this because...; I think she is responsible because.... The 

writer seems sincere, which provides some sense of the person behind the words. The best-fit 
COS score for this piece of writing is a 3. 

7PA8 (COS 3) 

This response demonstrates a sufficient ability to persuade a reader. The supporting detail in this 
letter, although somewhat general, is adequate to develop the reasons the writer chose to invite 

L P to speak. The introduction is functional and the conclusion works well, urging the 

reader to take action: I strongly suggest that you invite. ... Iam sure the WASL scores for our 
school will be higher than you thought. Posing questions at the beginning of paragraphs makes 
transitions and demonstrates that the writer anticipates arguments and has a strong sense of 
audience: Now, you might be asking why, what can she do others can’t? You are pobably 
thinking she might have helped write the WASL and knows it well but, can she help the kids? 

The letter is cohesive, which conveys a sense of wholeness and completeness. Word choice is 
not particularly engaging, but it is functional and appropriate to the intended audience. Some 
variety in sentence length and structure gives the piece fluency and conveys some sense of the 
person behind the words. The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 3. 

7PA9 (COS 3) 

This response demonstrates a sufficient ability to persuade a reader. Although minimally 

elaborated, adequate supporting detail develop the reasons the writer chose why D C as the 

best speaker: ...not afraid to speak to big crowds, ...an inner-K teacher..., ...been on television. 
Organization is logical with a brief opening and closing; they are not particularly compelling but 
do convey a sense of completeness. The second paragraph acts as a transition connecting the 
choice of speaker to the supporting detail. Word choice is effective for the intended purpose: 
remarkable, "no way", awesome, great. Sentences are somewhat varied in length and 
complexity. A sense of the person behind the words emerges. The best-fit COS score for this 
piece of writing is a 3. 

7PA10 (COS 2) 

This response demonstrates a weak ability to persuade a reader. The letter includes some 
supporting details, but they are unelaborated with specific examples and somewhat list-like: Her 
GPA is 4.0. She ’s on the Honor Roll and is Class president. She ’s outspoken and very loud. 
There is some evidence of an organizational pattern, with an introduction, but a weak conclusion, 
which results in little sense of wholeness or completeness. Transitions are weak, and sentences 
are mostly unvaried in length and structure: Pve heard so much about her. I think she is an 
excellent role model. I look up to her and admire her work. Word choice is predictable but 
appropriate for the intended audience. The writer gives some sense of the person behind the 

words: L is absolutely one of the funniest people I know! You got to meet her! The best-fit 

COS score for this piece of writing is a 2. 
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7PA11 (COS 2) 

This response demonstrates a weak ability to persuade a reader. This letter includes some 
supporting details, but few specific examples, and their presentation is list-like: This person’s a 
real inspirer and has everyones best intrest at heart. Hes one ofthoughs people who we ’ll really 
lisen to. He could put some really creative ideas in our heads. Combined with an organizational 
pattern that places these details before actually telling the reader who the proposed speaker is, the 
result is an unbalanced piece of writing that seems to be mostly an introduction, which leaves 
little sense of completeness or wholeness. Transitions are weak, and word choice is predictable, 
although appropriate for the intended audience. Some variety exists in sentence length and 
structure, although for the most part the writer shows little control over those elements that 
determine fluency: And we could hear what he has to say on a lot of things. And that’s just 
some of the many ideas on why I would like your permission on inviting the Perient of the United 
States of America come to our school. There is little sense of the person behind the words in the 
letter. The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 2. 

7PA12 (COS 2) 

This response demonstrates a weak ability to persuade a reader. This letter has some supporting 
details, but most are unelaborated. The writing exhibits no real organizational plan, merely 
consisting of a list of reasons in no particular order, sometimes repeating a detail or supporting a 

point several sentences later: J F will talk to them about the stuff they did not know about 

before. You should pick J, because he does not get mad at anybody, only if they say stuff. But 

he hardly ever gets mad for anything. The thing that J. does best is studys and works hard. 

Along with minimal introductory and concluding statements ( I’m just saying you should pick 
him) and no apparent transitions, the reader is left with little sense of wholeness or completeness. 
There is a limited variety of sentence length and structure. The word choice is limited and 
vague, and the same words are repeated several times: good, stuff, thing. The writing conveys 
little sense of the writer behind the words. The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 2. 

7PA13 (COS 2) 

This response demonstrates a weak ability to persuade a reader. Even though this letter has some 
supporting reasons for the writer’s choice of speaker, the details are general and repetitive: I 
believe this man could positively influence our school.... Martin Luther King was an extremely 
positive person. This would be a good type of person to come to this school. He also has many 
good values that could be taught. Nowhere is it clarified with any examples or explanation what 
is positive, good, or valuable about the proposed speaker. The letter is well organized with both 
an introduction and conclusion, but the lack of specific detail leaves little sense of wholeness or 
completeness with the reader. Word choice is appropriate, but predictable and vague: great, 
positive(ly), good. Similarly the sentence variety is limited with three of the eight sentences 
beginning with I believe or I think ; the remainder begin with other subject-verb combinations. 
Little sense of the person behind the words is conveyed to the reader. The best-fit COS score for 
this piece of writing is a 2. 
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7PA14 (COS 2) 

This response demonstrates a weak ability to persuade a reader. This letter is focused on why my 
father would be a good speaker. The writer offers some supporting reasons: . ..because he had 
to go to prison, ...tell the kids what it’s like..., ...what they could do not to get sent to prison. 

The reasons, however, are not expanded with specific examples, explanations, or anecdotes. 
Although there is an attempt to organize the reasons, without an opening or closing, the letter 
conveys little sense of wholeness. One transition (so) is provided. Word choice is limited, and 
sentence structure is repetitive: So he could tell..., He could tell them..., He could also talk.... A 
slight sense of the person behind the words is evident. The best-fit COS score for this piece of 
writing is a 2. 

7PA15 (COS 2) 

This response demonstrates a weak ability to persuade a reader. This writer splits his or her 
focus between two proposed speakers, but does provide skeletal support for each choice: His 

name is J , he has been in the military for 36 years. This person is named J , She has worked 

on a farm for 28 years. The letter is organized with a brief introduction, conclusion, and details 
about the two proposed speakers grouped in separate paragraphs. This provides some sense of 
wholeness and completeness. Transitions are weak, and limited variety of sentence lengths and 
structures are demonstrated. Word choice is limited, which results in only a vague idea of what 
the speakers have to offer: This person has been through it all, he knows whats right and whats 
wrong. She can talk to kids and make them understand. She is an excellent speaker, and loves 
kids. Little sense of the speaker behind the words is conveyed to the reader. The best-fit COS 
score for this piece of writing is a 2. 

7PA16 (COS 1) 

This response demonstrates an insufficient ability to persuade a reader. By failing to focus on 
one subject in this short letter, the writer is unable to sufficiently develop any of his or her 

choices for the speaker: My first choice would be a 15 year old named H . Another person is 

(B M . The last person is J. K , my cousin. There is little evidence of organization; 

extraneous details are introduced without apparent reason or connection to the argument: He ’s 

married to someone named S M (it used to be O ). This, combined with the lack of focus, 

leaves the reader confused and with no sense of wholeness or completeness. Few transitions are 
present. Word choices are sometimes inappropriate for and contradictory to the intended 
purpose: ...and has a grim expression, always doing unthinkable things. Little sense of the 
person behind the words emerges in this letter. The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is 
a 1. 

7PA17 (COS 1) 

This response demonstrates an insufficient ability to persuade a reader. Although the letter is 
focused on one suggested choice for speaker, the supporting detail consists of a list of 
characteristics for my friend such as: is inteligent..., friendly..., good talker. The writer does not 
directly connect these characteristics to any argument that would support my friend as the best 
speaker. This list-like development also shows little evidence of an organizational pattern. 
Transitions are lacking, and sentences are similarly constructed: He is inteligent..., He’s also 
friendly..., He’s even a good writer. Word choice is limited: good talker, good writer, speech 
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would be great. Little sense of the person behind the words is apparent. The best-fit COS score 
for this piece of writing is a 1. 

7PA18 (COS 1) 

This response demonstrates an insufficient ability to persuade a reader. This letter is very sparse, 
and the few reasons for proposing my biological dad as the speaker are presented in a random, 
repetitive, list- like fashion: Maybe he could talk about his life.... My dad might give a speech 
about his life. ... This lack of organization, coupled with an irrelevant opening {Hey, How is it 
going ) and no conclusion, conveys no sense of wholeness or completeness. Transitions are few, 
and die limited vocabulary, with its lack of specificity, hurts an already sparsely developed letter: 
...speech about something, ...give a good speech, ...or something like that. The reader is left 
with little sense of the person behind the words. The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing 
is a 1. 

7PA19 (COS 1) 

This response demonstrates an insufficient ability to persuade a reader. This letter is very sparse 
and includes few supporting details: ...the seventh graders techer. Because hi techis the 
students for a yaer. Also because hi gous to the same school.... Further weakening an already 
minimal piece of writing, the writer does not stay focused on one choice of a speaker: That 
person is the conseler.... The organization is limited to grouping information about the two 
choices in separate paragraphs and making a transition from one subject to the other with a 
sentence at the end of the first paragraph: Principal if I dedent convince you thers a other 
person. There is no opening or closing, which leaves no sense of wholeness or completeness 
with the reader. Word choice is limited as is the sentence variety. As a result, no sense of the 
person behind the words emerges. The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 1. 
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You have been asked to recommend someone to speak to seventh 
graders at your school. Write a multi-paragraph letter in which 
you name the person and convince your principal that this person 
would be the best speaker. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 

KrS £tcri£S ; kd yyuX&L SkdodtS tlUnU. 
sJ 

deeply & tke pouk of depression, and suicide. 

5 t>rw£ poreniS fKau Say tinfS d *S CulSSI on 
Skouibn't Take plaec f ib -depression a*\d‘ Sufcide- 
beina, sjlck a boucky subject. ‘ Id's rud. rjeceJ^aira. 
Idk M>( 4{v^uV C 6fK*n£*n, cW-t lc-0 fry oJoOut it,* 
fmitjWi s<m, ^uJr 4Wey rjLed to 
“fWre's tvo toOUj 0 LVduaA »V oanA \\ T>0£5 
kAj?pen_i: o pbtple , uauj-vs orb old- "Oc.pr^.£s^K_ cr 
^Uicde, does rud. \usV aQkct Vks. ajckxzd v i ekm , 
but -\KcXr £k:endS an-d -QjukjIm as utzlf Maybe 
if -\Hcjre are irj&re -Vniks on -AUits $uJb^Lt> v ff c<k- be 
yreverd eb iiuhoyetkajr. 

Aqojl^., M. di V X sa^, is dVu_ a-bsoltu.be 

besA: speaker tyou. could possibly otAzuM*fo 4^Jk 
•fo middle sekool skudends • Vou n-nuy cve>- 

(Sorts' d€r recLoounen-dLUtA t-urw to obnxr sekoob 
V 6XLO-* He did n. v/eru^ kyk job ik gfcHiny 
'bUrt)U£^n to US' • 




73 



68 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Writing 



Final Draft 



7PA2a 



Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 2 again. When 
you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the next 
four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to.make sure you have done your most effective writing. If*you need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a 
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with'your words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



You have been given permission to invite a person to speak to seventh graders at 
your school. Write a multi-paragraph letter in which you name the person and 
convince your principal that this person would be the best speaker. 
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Final Draft 



7PA2b 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Writing 



Final Draft 



7PA2c 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Final Draft 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Writing 






Final Draft 



7PA3a 



Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 2 again. When 
you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the next 
four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. ILyou need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a 
thesaurus aind 'dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with -your words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



You have been given permission to invite a person to speak to seventh graders at 
your school. Write a multi-paragraph letter in which you name the person and 
convince your principal that this person would be the best speaker. 
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Final Draft 



7PA3b 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Writing 



Final Draft 



7PA4a 



Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 2 again. When 
you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the next 
four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft.. Remember, you may use a 
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



You have been given permission to invite a person to speak to seventh graders at 
your school. Write a multi-paragraph letter in which you name the person and 
convince your principal that this person would be the best speaker. 
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Final Draft 



7PA4b 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Writing 



Final Draft 



7PA4c 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Writing 



Final Draft 



7PA5a 



Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 2 again. When 
you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the next 
four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Rememberryou may use a 
thesaurus arid dictionary in print or electronic form to help, you with your words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



You have been given permission to invite a person to speak to seventh graders at 
your school. Write a multi-paragraph letter in which you name the person and 
convince your principal that this person would be the best speaker. 
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7PA5b 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Writing 



Final Draft 



7PA5c 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Final Draft 



7PA5d 



Continue 'your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Final Draft 



7PA6a 



Directions:' Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 2 again. When 
you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the next 
four pages, if you need them. - 

After you have. finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Rememberryou may use a 
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell 
check may not: be used. Your final draft willjbe scored. 



You have been given permission to invite a person to speak to seventh graders at • 
•your School. Write a multirparagraph letter in which you name the person and 
corivince your principal that this person would be the best speaker. 
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Final Draft 



7PA6b 



Continue your final draft On this page, if you need to. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Final Draft 



7PA6d 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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7PA7a 



You have been asked to recommend someone to speak to' seventh 
graders at your school. Write a multi-paragraph letter in which 
you name the person and convince your principal that this person 
would be the best speaker. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 2 again. When 
you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the next 
four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. -Remember, you may use a 
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



You have been given permission to invite a person to speak to seventh graders at 
your school. Write a multi-paragraph letter in which you name the person and 
convince your principal that this person would be the best speaker. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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You have been asked to recommend someone to speak to seventh 
graders at your school. Write a multi-paragraph letter in which 
you name the person and convince your principal that this person 
would be the best speaker. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 2 again. When 
you. have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the next 
four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make 
any final-revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a 
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you wklt-your words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



You have been given permission to invite a person to speak to seventh graders at 
your school. Write a multi-paragraph letter in which you name the person and 
convince your principal that this person would b 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 2 again. When 
you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the next 
four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a 
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



You have been given permission to invite a person to speak to seventh graders at 
your school. Write a multi-paragraph letter in which you name the person anS 
convince your principal that this person would be the best speaker. 

0 Par" TVv£. f\OG\ n 1 ? 1 W N\v’AA\g 6>r\orr>U 

v ~ ' 



Inm fM-N-P U-yg »W<lr-\U Crrr'admc W 

g — ^W vnI wV -iws 

•> 

larA a 

X -VWmaqK tp-P Cr>u\A Irttw? . T — loo u \ A 

Pn CoiLi Vvasytna tV\P V\Qvmo c o mA. 

O J Or r ^ 

arsA ^>peaV . anA soeaWer 

‘upfoAflA r>C A<w.‘ ^Snmg oat; lq< 

P\Vgr\ W^O-cA os ' , C>g-~oC£-» 



O gC^.orv^ rvCgo\ \r\^Q\C^_-C a p A. l nct <. 

g\y.j>r^ V^-g.^x 1 att^t tx.V K-ear— . 



o 

ERIC 



101 



102 





Final Draft 



7PA1 1b 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 2 again. When 
you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the next 
four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a 
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



You have been given permission to invite a person to speak to seventh graders at 
your school. Write a multi-paragraph letter in which you name the person and 
convince your principal that this person would be the best speaker. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 2 again. When 
you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the next 
four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effecuve writing. If you need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a 
thesaurus arid dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



You have been given permission to invite a person to speak to seventh graders at 
your school. Write a multi-paragraph letter in which you name the person and 
convince your principal that this person would be the best speaker. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 

-tQ Pome -to riidlo SliGCOL, H£ 
nulSC' i mn x OnArl 

J G 

v/nau^S rtioco: OOUJCV ~ 

rj£X± lOKTt . ZZ 

mnutna iMo-rftn 

la xdizigr: oorw^ ~j~o 

Qtl-K~ ?nlAQQi U-Qli-A c~L 'Of - CL. 

•iLniaup ', -ezLr n i no fivperepaf 
-Prvr j Qan So 

rrMJLO.m r-rfi-P-er; ccaa o\ 

e\/ertrrp v malcj d. 

ArAO-Hi h •P^PGeCrr€rC'(. toi A 

sa i z ct a nriln a a 



-\~nr\\L aoa -PAr uoul_k -tirm, 

— " ^ W 



‘Synaereii i . 

COS 2 



108 



108 





7PA14a 



You have been asked to recommend someone to speak to seventh 
graders at your school. Write a multi-paragraph letter in which 
you name the person and convince your principal that this person 
would be the best speaker. 
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Continue your (Inal draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 2 again. When 
you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the next 
four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember.'you may use a 
thesaurus arid dictionary in print or electronic form to help.you with your words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



You have been given permission to invite a person to speak to seventh graders at 
your school. Write a multi-paragraph letter in which you name the person and 
convince your principal that this person would be the best speaker. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 2 again. When 
you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the next 
four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember-, you may use a 
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



You have been given permission to invite a person to speak to seventh graders at 
your school. Write a multi-paragraph letter in which you name the person and 
convince your principal that this person would be the best speaker. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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You have been asked to recommend someone to speak to seventh 
graders at your school. Write a multi-paragraph letter in which 

you name the person and convince your principal that this person f P/\ \ ( Q 
would be the best speaker, _ 
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Continue your final draft on this page* if you need to. ^ 
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Writing 



Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 2 again. When 
you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the next 
four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If-you need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a 
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



You have been given permission to invite a person to speak to seventh graders at 
your school. Write a multi-paragraph letter in which you name the person and 
convince your principal that this person would be the best speaker. 
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Writing 



Final Draft 



7PA19a 



Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 2 again. When 
you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the next 
four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing, tfyou need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a 
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with-yoyr words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



You have been given permission to invite a person to speak to seventh graders at 
your school. Write a multi-paragraph letter in which you name the person and 
convince your principal that this person would be the best speaker. 
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Final Draft 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Conventions 



Washington Assessment of Student Learning in Writing, Grade 7 

Conventions 

2001 Anchor Set Annotations 



Note: A common set of conventions anchors were selected from papers written for the 
1998, 1999, and 2000 assessments to ensure consistency. 

7CA1 (CONV2) 

The response consistently follows the rules of standard written English for usage, spelling of 
commonly used words, capitalization, punctuation, sentence formation, and paragraphing. A few 
minor errors occur in punctuation, ...having school that day and, having school the next day... Oh 
I have all the time in the world, and spelling, I can due something else. . . . Missing ending 
punctuation causes an occasional run-on sentence: Listen to them Its hard to do that when you 
have the T.V. turned on way up. Considering everything the writer has done correctly, the use of 
internal punctuation, for example, the few minor errors do not outweigh the overall control 
demonstrated. The best-fit Conventions score for this piece of writing is a 2. 

7CA2 (CONV2) 

The response consistently follows the rules of standard written English for usage, spelling of 
commonly used words, capitalization, punctuation, sentence formation, and paragraphing. No 
errors occur in spelling or sentence formation. Capitals are used correctly with the exception of 
one unnecessary capital: It has great topics and It is very interesting . One awkwardly 
constructed sentence, . ..along with your popular music lyrics you shold put a little column in 
there where people who write songs and have their songs seen, is most likely a hasty error, and 
instead of can, since no other usage errors occur. Punctuation is appropriate with only one 
extraneous comma: ...I think are rather vague, like the student dress codes, and academic 
standards. The best-fit Conventions score for this piece of writing is a 2. 

7CA3 (CONV2) 

The response consistently follows the rules of standard written English for usage, spelling of 
commonly used words, capitalization, punctuation, sentence formation, and paragraphing. This 
is a nearly flawless performance with no errors in spelling, capitalization, sentence formation, or 
usage. Paragraphs are indicated. There is one omitted word: Anything done to help the 
environment is step toward a better world. A few minor errors in the use of commas occur: One 
way is to conserve water, by turning the faucet off... It is a good idea to have lots of green plants 
in your home, to absorb pollutants.... Ending punctuation, however, is used appropriately. The 
best-fit Conventions score for this piece of writing is a 2. 

7CA4 (CONV2) 

This response consistently follows the rules of standard written English for usage, capitalization, 
punctuation, sentence formation, and paragraphing. Though very brief, this paper has few errors. 
The student spells sincerely correctly — a very common error at higher grade levels, and simple 
sentences are formed without error. There are two spelling errors: succesful and quite (quiet). 
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The paragraph is indented. Commas are used in the series, and punctuation is accurate. The 
best-fit Conventions score is a 2. 

7CA5 (CONV2) 

The response consistently follows the rules of standard written English for usage, spelling of 
commonly used words, capitalization, punctuation, sentence, and paragraphing. One minor 
usage error occurs with the use of the wrong preposition: 1 am extremely concerned on this 
issue. And one word is misspelled: sincerly. Otherwise, the writer demonstrates solid control 
over conventions with no errors in capitalization, punctuation, sentence formation, or 
paragraphing. The best-fit Conventions score for this piece of writing is a 2. 

7CA6 (CONV 2) 

This response consistently follows the rules of standard written English for usage, capitalization, 
punctuation, sentence formation, and paragraphing. Sentences, even those with more complex 
structure, are generally well formed: Even though he is tesed [teased] and works all day, he 
doesn’t complain at all. This student’s difficulty is spelling {tirelesly, tesed, recieve, beginnig), 
though some more difficult words are spelled correctly: destructive, rescue, proposal. He or she 
does not understand the concept of breaking words into syllables at the end of lines when the 
word carries over, as evidenced by the splitting of words such as thou-gh and Awa-rd. The 
student uses as correctly: The school looks just as it did at the beginnig of the school year, brand 
new. Paragraphs are indicated. The best-fit Conventions score is a 2. 

7CA7 (CONV 1) 

This response generally follows the rules of standard written English for punctuation and 
sentence formation. There are numerous spelling errors of below grade-level and grade-level 
words: there, nices, assignnments. Punctuation is somewhat random; in one place the student 
correctly punctuates don't and in another, he or she leaves out the apostrophe. The writer uses 
capitalization incorrectly in places (. . . Come to class with your supplies so you don ’t have to 
borrow all the time, Don’t start trouble...) and fails to capitalize the beginning of sentences; 
this is what you need to do in order.... The response is all one paragraph and is not indented. 

The best-fit Conventions score is a 1. 

7CA8 (CONV 1) 

The response generally follows the rules of standard written English for usage, spelling of 
commonly used words, capitalization, punctuation, and paragraphing. Some usage errors 
occur: . . . they stopped they like smack their feet. . . and ...in a very fast and complicated steps. . .. 
Several commonly used words are spelled incorrectly: awsome, tapers [tappers], their [they’re], 
there [their], Probaly. Due to a lack of ending punctuation, numerous run-together sentences 
occur: My family and I went to the Coliseum to see the tap dancing you know when the people 
do all that noise with their feet. In addition, apostrophes are not used appropriately: Its 
me...couldnt. Capitals are used where needed, and paragraphs are indicated somewhat. The 
best-fit Conventions score for this piece of writing is a 1. 
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7CA9 (CONV 1) 

The response generally follows the rules of standard written English for usage, spelling of 
commonly used words, capitalization, punctuation, and sentence formation. The use of commas 
instead of periods or question marks causes a few comma splices to occur: How are you guys, I 
am good... Anyway how are things at the farm, It's preety good down here. A few common 
words are misspelled: preety, Their [There], rewine, halft . Titles are not underlined or put 
inside quotation marks although they are capitalized appropriately. Paragraphs are not indicated. 
No serious usage errors are noticeable. The best-fit Conventions score for this piece of writing is 
a 1. 

7CA10 (CONV 1) 

The response generally follows the rules of standard written English for usage, punctuation, and 
sentence formation. Paragraphs are sometimes indicated. Numerous misspellings of common 
words interferes somewhat with understanding: Entertanement, companyon, haveing, 
accompolishes, Distroying, scoities, sencivity, twards, a nother, beleve, doeing, Maby . In 
addition, this writer shows almost no control over capitalization. Numerous words are 
erroneously capitalized, ...when really happens our Reaction will be... you Just Dust you're self 
off, and proper nouns are not capitalized appropriately: " that Girl!", Walker texas Ranger. 
Although few errors are made in usage, punctuation, and sentence formation, the density of 
errors in spelling and capitalization are severe. The best-fit Conventions score for this piece of 
writing is a 1. 

7CA11 (CONV 1) 

This response generally follows the rules of standard written English for punctuation, 
paragraphing, and sentence formation. Some common words are misspelled: suluit, beiend, 
wheather, comprehencion, recieves. There are also a number of usage errors: making others see 
that he 's a good person and he need reconizedfor his talent . . . This person can get the reconion 
he deserves as long as people see he for this. In the response, the writer attempts some 
complicated sentence structures with varying degrees of success. The writer uses commas after 
introductory words: Secondly,.... Paragraphs are indicated. The best-fit Conventions score is 
a 1. 

7CA712 (CONV 1) 

The response generally follows the rules of standard written English for spelling of commonly 
used words, capitalization, punctuation, and sentence formation. Numerous usage errors are 
apparent: a awsome movie. . . You probaly all ready seen it. . . cause he don 't try to be. . . Like the 
rest of them people do.... Run-together sentences indicate some lack of control over sentence 
formation: ...I love the way they look write back to me some time.... There are several spelling 
errors: Probaly, choclate, Its [It’s], cause [because], snoby. The beginnings of sentences are 
usually capitalized, but elsewhere capitals are used randomly, thouGht, and proper nouns are not 
properly capitalized: manly manson... charlie and the choclate factory. ..charlie bucket. 
Paragraphs are not indicated. The best-fit Conventions score for this piece of writing is a 1. 
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7CA13 (CONV 1) 

The response generally follows the rules of standard written English for usage, spelling of 
commonly used words, capitalization, punctuation, sentence formation, and paragraphing. 
Several usage errors are apparent: Us kids would not like to... sit all day in these “ Dumb 
Desk!!” ...also would hate to warsh our suites and dressed. Some commonly used words are 
misspelled: Use [us], wen’t, somewere, warsh, suites. Internal punctuation is not used 
appropriately: Our parents also would hate to warsh out suites and dressed everyday, and hang 
them to dry. Capitals are used inappropriately at times: Dumb, Suites. Paragraphs are indicated. 
The best-fit Conventions score for this piece of writing is a 1. 

7CA14 (CONV 0) 

This response mostly does not follow the rules of standard written English for usage, spelling of 
commonly used words, capitalization, punctuation, sentence formation, and paragraphing. In 
this response, the writer does not separate his or her thoughts into separate sentences, but rather, 
leaves out all end punctuation except at the end of the paragraphs. Occasionally, the writer 
separates sentences using a comma, creating comma splices: I know that my teacher doesn’t like 
to give out refurals but she does, those are reasons why I picked her. A few words are 
misspelled: refurals, practicly. There is a high density of serious errors in this brief response. 
The best-fit Conventions score is a 0. 

7CA15 (CONV 0) 

The response mostly does not follow the rules of standard written English for spelling of 
commonly used words, capitalization, and paragraphing. Numerous misspelled words make this 
piece difficult to read: Dera, realy, Sem, Are [our], gust, nuthing, macks, tims, fast swar, alife, 
machd. Some usage errors occur: ...the meat look like.... No paragraphs are indicated. Capitals 
are not used appropriately: ...like the firday Hotdog...onec or tice a meth. the berud is old.... 
Missing ending punctuation causes a sentence formation error: the berud is old and hared, the 
meat look like someone ran over it.... The best-fit Conventions score for this piece of writing is 
aO. 

7CA16 (CONV 0) 

The response mostly does not follow the rules of standard written English for spelling of 
commonly used words, capitalization, punctuation, sentence formation, and paragraphing. A 
density of errors in this brief piece makes it difficult to read. No punctuation is used, and 
commonly used words are misspelled: dont, where [were], wont. Capitals are used randomly, 
...no Reason for taking.... No control over sentence formation is demonstrated. Paragraphs are 
not indicated. The best-fit Conventions score for this piece of writing is a 0. 

7CA17 (CONV 0) 

The response mostly does not follow the rules of standard written English for spelling of 
commonly used words, capitalization, punctuation, sentence formation, and paragraphing. No 
control over sentence formation is demonstrated. Lack of correct punctuation causes numerous 

sentence errors: Hey this is F I’m just writting a letter about the movie 1 saw, it was asome. 

Common words are misspelled: writting, asome, coast [cost], foward, isnt. Some usage errors 
occur, The coasts is very cheap..., and capitals are not always used where appropriate: its on 
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thursday. Only one paragraph is indicated. The best-fit Conventions score for this piece of 
writing is a 0. 

7CA18 (CONVO) 

The response mostly does not follow the rules of standard written English for spelling of 
commonly used words, punctuation, and sentence formation. Some usage errors occur: Well, I 
should aready ruined them. Commonly used words are misspelled: Im, wach, aready, answere, 
plese. There is a lack of control over sentence formation: You need tv to give us something in 
return television is the answere. While some punctuation is used appropriately, Well, l should 
aready..., a lack of ending punctuation makes the piece difficult to read: How are you Imfine, I 
wrote to you because.... The best-fit Conventions score for this piece of writing is a 0. 

7CA19 (CONVO) 

This response mostly does not follow the rules of standard written English for usage, spelling of 
commonly used words, capitalization, punctuation, and sentence formation. In this response, the 
writer does not separate his or her thoughts into separate sentences, but rather, leaves out all end 
punctuation except at the end of the response. There is a usage error (you needs) and some 
random capital letters. Simple words are misspelled: well (will), you’re (your). There is a high 
density of serious errors in this brief response. The best-fit Conventions score is a 0. 
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7CA1 a 



Final Draft: 



Directions:. Before you begin your. final draft, read, the checklist on page 
46 agaio_ . When you have made your revisions and edits,' write your final 
draft on. this page and the next four pages, if you need them. 

After you. have done that, read the checklist one more time to make sure 
you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make any final 
revisions'- o1r!e<fits,: make them on your final draft. 



Decide on how much TV you think students should 
. • watch, and then write several paragraphs to convince 
p ar enisto follow your advice. 
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Final Draft 



Continue your final-' draft on this page r if you need to. 

u3GcJL&'n- i t Vyz-> ipcki&a ]_ 
)?h*U <Dl£&L± . 



T~ ^-W'.aV; . ylvA-K .^W.&-cXL^/\X 

]prj • gl-a^L.e/r%fv$ -fs^Kg-^ j 

* o . . “ 

vt ± • li d^o ^ ^ j^msdi^e -rK 

Al N<"YV^-» l0/2_ , -~T-(~ - A^/rW 

uaiAh fr~Wx r Vpmg. uz&Lb^ Hie* 

*L^aiA-/v\ gytewV. ^Us4r ^>f*ra- fr;./r)g 

^jg^LcKjLnn 3Ltlt tK^ f^rg-ul^. -fyg>tiyiA: 

/*=)(- AWem/~ 4-.Vr»g^ cts*-vVi /-• 

t ; ^ 

3 L vW:aK V-h<^> 'b&m^ l^rJLs uS/'fl 



VW-gj-, ^Vfdt/ KtfLue- £i k<g/-vig 

t^sng.^ ^ le.^V =\K*> hsm^ggorK fer. frWe 
A-Ax/ i?oa 0-m e^ K TM d^-oXX- ^L^u-e 

C r 

ifi r&j c. cA^ e jC. ^sta^g^r-S Atuii^ rv<9 4- / v?^ , 

. b dA^t- ^tUL &>CiL £- M r~^< 

/^:tl fk^nK '!_3h-: J^Jl 6^=^= VE><- 



ERjt 



128 127 





7CA1 c 



Final Draft 



' Continue your ftnal draft on this page, if you need to.. 
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7CA1 



Final Draft 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. . 
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Final Draft 



Continue your &nal draft on this page, if you need to. 
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7 CA2a 

Before you begin youx final draft, read the checklist on page .47 again. 

When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on 
this page and the next two pages, if you need them. 




After you have done that, read the checklist one more time to make sure 
you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make any final 
revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. 

Your final draft will he scored. 



Remember, you are to compose a letter to the editor of “Student 
Voices" explaining your opinion on one issue of vital concern, to 
you and your peers. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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: T5nal Draft 
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ERIC 



Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 47 again. 
When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on 
this page and the next two pages, if you need them. 

After you have done that, read the checklist one more time to make sure 
you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make any final 
revisions or edits, make them on your final draft 



Your final draft -will be scored. 



Remember, you are to compose a letter to the editor of “Student 
Voices” explaining your opinion on one issue of vital concern to 
you and your peers. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Continue vour final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Final Draft 



Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 48 
again. When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on 
this page and the next four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the 
che ckli st one more time to make sure you have done your most effective 
writing. If you need to make any final revisions or edits, make them on your 
final draft. Remember, you may use a thesaurus and dictionary in print or 
electronic form to help you with your words. Spell check may riot be used. 
Your final draft will be scored. 



Write a letter to a new student that explains what he or she needs to 
know to be successful in the seventh grade. 
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Final Draft 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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7 CA5a 

Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 47 again. 

When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on 
this page and the next two pages, if you need them. 

After you have done that, read the checklist one more time to make sure 
you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make any final 
revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. 



Your final draft will be scored. 



Remember, you are to compose a letter to the editor of “Student 
Voices” explaining your opinion on one issue of vital concern to 
you and your peers. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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7CA6a 



Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 38 
again. When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on 
this page and the next four pages if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the 
checklist one more time to make sure you have done your most effective 
writing. If you need to make any final revisions or edits, make them on your 
final draft. Remember, you may use a' thesaurus and dictionary in print or 
electronic form to help you with your words. Spell check may not be used. 
Your final draft will be scored. 



Think about a new award you would like to start at school. 
This award can be given to a student or an adult. In a letter, 
identify for your principal what the award would be, whom 
you would choose, and persuade him or her why this person 
should receive this award. 
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Final Draft 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Final Draft 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Final Draft 



Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 48 
again. When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on 
this page and the next four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the 
checklist one more time to make sure you have done your most effective 
writing. If you need to make any final revisions or edits, make them on your 
final draft. Remember, you may use a thesaurus and dictionary in print or 
electronic form to help you with your words. Spell check may not be used. 
Your final draft will be scored. 



Write a letter to a new student that explains what he or she needs to 
know to be successful in the seventh grade. 
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Final Draft 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Final Draft 



Compose a letter to your friend explaining why you 
enjoyed a book you Lave read OR a movie OR live 
•performance you have seen. 



Q&&Z1 C. 















J? 




y#hA 



Jburt4~ 






Q--VL Ijgjcb , 









^grV>^ (LcT 







(^- (rTV^A. OV-^ 



VULo 



(jj^SXS^ x v^ 



^ raS± 






~^a^vaSL O^AjA V^v_ 

7\js,-y-y «JCl\ ~1JUa^\ 



MiiAm 



-M- 









-QJ^ 



'^JXsLA-' 







_QJO 



TUjj^y\ -t(laAj. 1^ r/vg ^Ax ~^JMa 



151 



146 




7CA8b 



Final Draft 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Final Draft 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Final Draft 



Directions:- Before you begin your- final draft, read. the checklist on page 
38 again. When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final 
draft on this page and the next four pages, if you need them. 

After you have done that, read the checklist one more time to make sure 
you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make any final 
revisions or edits, make them on. your final draft. 
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Compose a letter to your friend explaining why you 
enjoyed a book yon have read OR a movie OR-live 
performance you have'seen. 
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Final Draft 



Continue your final' draft on this page, if you need to.. . 
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Final Draft 



Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the chec klis t on page 
46 again. When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final 
draft on this page and the nest four pages, if you need them. 

After you have done that, read the checklist one more time to make sure 
you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make &ny final 
revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. 
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Final Draft 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Final Draft 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Final Draft 



7 CA 1 1 a 



Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 38 
again. When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on 
this page and the next four pages if you need them. 

After you have fini shed writing your final draft in the booklet; read the 
checklist one more time to make sure you have done your most effective 
writing. If you need to make any final revisions or edits, make them on your 
final draft. Remember, you may use a thesaurus and dictionary in print or 
electronic form to help you with your words. Spell check may not be used. 
Your final draft will be scored. 



Think about a new award you would like to start at school. 
This award can be given to a student or an adult. In a letter, 
identify for your principal what the award would be, whom 
you would choose, and persuade him or her why this person 
should receive this award. 
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Final Draft 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Final Draft 



Continue ygur-fijisi' draft on this page, if you need to. 
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7CA1 



Final Draft 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Final Draft 



7 CA 1 2 a 



Directions: Before you begin your final drafc, read the checklist on page 
38 again. When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final 
draft on this page and the next four pages, if you need them. 



After you have done that, read the checklist one more time to make sure 
you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make any final 
revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. 



Compose a letter to your friend explaining why you 
enjoyed a book you have read OR a movie OR live 
performance you have seen. 
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Final Draft 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Pinal Draft 



Before you begin your final draft, read the che cklis t on page 47 again. 
When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on 
this page and the next two pages, if you need them. 

.After you have done that, read the checklist one more time to make sure 
you have done your most effective writing, if you need to make any final 
revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. 



Your final draft will be scored. 



Remember, yon are to compose a letter to the editor of “Student 
Voices” explaining your opinion on one issue of vital concern to 
you and your peers. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Final Draft 



7CA1 4a 



Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 38 
again. When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on 
this page and the next four pages if you need them. 

After you have finished Writing your final draft in the booklet, read the 
checklist one more tim e to make sure you have done your most effective 
writing. If you need to make any final revisions or edits, make them on your 
final draft. Remember, you may use a thesaurus and dictionary in print or 
electronic form to help you with your words. Spell check may not be used. 
Your final draft will be scored. 



Think about a new award you would like to start at school. 
This award can be given to a student or an adult. In a letter, 
identify for your principal what the award would be, whom 
you would choose, and persuade him or her why this person 
should receive this award. 
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Final Draft 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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7CA1 5a 







Before you begin vour final draft, read the checklist on page 4 / again. 
When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on 
this page and the next two pages, if you need them. 



After you have done that, read the checklist one more time to make sure 
you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make any final 
revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. 



Your final draft will be scored. 



Remember, you are to compose a letter to the editor of “Student 
Voices" explaining your opinion on one issue of vital concern to 
you and your peers. 
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7CA1 




Continue your imal draft on mis page, if you need to. 
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Continue your fin al draft on this page, if you need to. 
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7CA16 



Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 47 again. 
When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on 
this page and the next two pages, if you need them. 

After you have done that, read the checklist one more time to make sure 
you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make any final 
revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. 



Your final draft will be scored. 



Remember, you are to compose a letter to the editor of “Student 
Voices” explaining your opinion on one issue of vital concern to 
you and your peers. 
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7CA1 



Final Draft 



Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read; the checklist on page 
38 again. When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final 
draft on this page and the next four pages/,if you need them. 

After you have done that, read the checklist one more time to make sure 
you have done your most effective writing. If you heed to make any final 
revisions or edits, mak* them on your final draft. 

Compose a letter to your friend explaining why you 
enjoyed- a book you have read OR a movie OR live 
performance you have seen. 
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Final Draft 



Continue your final draft on this page,: if yon need to. 

Qf\cX jjagi feo<^ 

IT Kope. (jOC/C- Q-XJJPOrX 



4-fus ie. . /P Jj^uci nczh 

tcpj&iY^ -P^aocA -4o :ih/s vno&jc^ 

Lj<el cs'jAck •alveus- go g^ioi 

£L jjVg^ ci: 

ures~H^5 • uH^-fx^er 'cjpn j- 

-Vo CBll iil . /H QjP . • 



Tfoe^. yvmm eYetof- 3fcntg_, 

C-cicL 3-fei/e^ /4-us-fr'n V^. /7icu Rach fc, 

PX' V s ? f TTie, 'S’h^ju fyu) 

Ulnihc-.. The. Q>as4~5 Is Vera 

/-f-5 Qjr\\u -Ajglve, dsiLk f* 

■,y- - 6e.afc • /'srrh jkar' 



■£$_ 



.£bc 



y\o 
—~zr 



jQ^Ojon »<°- ~ r 77iai / ife <r -fer- otadi 
-/?7fe Aafer.. *2- vhcfe- ijCAjii 

: ^<ee- uk- laj£jQ 




^.■5. (C-ftl) /He/ C>V^ . tJOjJ^C 



178 



163 



BEST AVAILABLE 




oa 



7CA1 7c 



Final Draft 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.. 
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7CA1 8a 



Final Draft 



Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 
46 again. When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final 
draft on this page and the next four pages, if you need them. 



After you have done that, read the checklist one more time to make sure 
you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make any final 
revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. 



Decide on how much TV you think students should 
watch, and then write several paragraphs to convince 
parents to follow your advice. 
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Final Draft: 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Final Draft 



7CA19 



Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 48 
again. When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on 
this page and the next four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the 
checklist one more time to make sure you have done your most effective 
writing. If you need to make any final revisions or edits, make them on your 
final draft. Remember, you may use a thesaurus and dictionary in print or 
electronic form to help you with your words. Spell check may not be used. 
Your final draft will be scored. 



Write a letter to a new student that explains what he or she needs to 
know to be successful in the seventh grade. 
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Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction 



Grade 7 Anchor Set Annotations, Spring 2001 WAS Lin Writing 

“Presentation Guide” 

For Principals 



Introduction 

The following guide is designed for principals to use with staff, to introduce the use of the Grade 7 
Anchor Set Annotations, Spring 2001 WASL in Writing document. The document has two applications: 

♦ Teachers in grades 5-7 will be able to use the document as a tool for identifying quality student 
writing, improving writing instruction, and improving student achievement in writing. 

♦ The materials in the document may also be used to teach students to assess and improve the quality of 
their own writing and to set goals. 

Purpose 

The purpose of this publication is to encourage all principals to conduct a staff presentation introducing 
the Grade 7 Anchor Set Annotations, Spring 2001 Writing WASL document. 

A staff presentation will lay the foundation for grade-level teams, cross-grade level teams, or individual 
teachers to delve further into the Annotations document for the purpose of enhancing writing instruction. 



Presentation Overview 

Arrange participants in groups of 3-5 people per group, 
hour. 

1) General Information for Staff 

2) Scoring Activity 

3) Instructional Implications Discussion 

4) Debriefing the Activity: Group Discussion 

5) Next Steps/Conclusion 

> 



The presentation should take approximately one 

( 2 minutes) 

(15 minutes) 

(15 minutes) 

(14 minutes) 

(14 minutes) 



Note: A detailed outline of the “Presentation Guide” and the materials needed for the presentation are 
attached. The two materials sections, the student responses and scoring guide, of this packet will need 
to be copied for participants. 



Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction 



Grade 7 Anchor Set Annotations, Spring 2001 WASL in Writing 

“Presentation Guide” 



Materials/Arrangements Needed for Presentation: 

One copy for each participant 

■ Student Responses: A Sample Selection 

■ Content, Organization, and Style Scoring Guide 

■ Grade 7 Anchor Set Annotations, Spring 2001 WASL in Writing 

Presentation Steps: 

1) General Information for Staff 

This document contains student responses from the Grade 7 Anchor Set Annotations, Spring 2000 
WASL in Writing document. The purpose of the document is to give examples of student writing at the 
levels described in the scoring guide. The materials should be useful for all teachers in grades 5-7. 

(Hold up copy of Grade 7 Anchor Set Annotations, Spring 2001 WASL in Writing, but do not pass it 
around at this time.,) 

Remember, on the 7* Grade WASL in Writing, students respond to two prompts, one expository 
prompt and one persuasive prompt. We will work in groups today on an activity using the 
expository prompt and the Content, Organization, and Style Scoring Guide. 

2) Scoring Activity 

(Distribute Student Responses: A Sample Selection. Do not distribute the Content, Organization, and 
Style Scoring Guide at this time J 

♦ In this packet are six student responses written to the following expository prompt: Think of an adult 
from your current school or another school you have attended that you will remember for a long time. 
In a multi-paragraph essay, explain to your teacher what will make this person hard to forget and why. 

♦ Read the six student responses. Put them in three piles — high, middle, low. 

♦ Discuss rankings in your group and come to a consensus as a group. 

♦ Discuss the rankings in the whole/large group. 

♦ Distribute the Content, Organization, and Style Scoring Guide. 

♦ Using the scoring guide, assign scores for each paper first in the small group, then the large group. 

Use the scoring guide to defend the scores. 

♦ Discuss if/why the scores were different from the original rank order. 
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3) Discuss the Instructional Implications for students to improve the quality of responses in content 
and/or organization and/or style. Discuss as a group how you would teach to that instructional 
priority. 

♦ (Ask groups to share the instructional priorities they identified and explain how they would teach to 
those priorities.) 

4) Debriefing the Activity: Group Discussion 

♦ What new insights did you gain about the WASL and how it is scored? 

♦ How could students use these same sample papers? 

■ Individually draft a response to the prompt. 

■ Work in groups to sort the six sample responses into two categories: strong and weak. 

■ Generate two lists of descriptions: one for the weak papers and one for the strong papers. 

■ Use the scoring guide to evaluate two or three of the six sample responses. 

■ Evaluate the same response individually, then discuss as a small group, and finally debrief group 
ideas with the whole class. 

■ Practice revising to improve content, organization, and style as a whole class, using a copy of one 
of the sample responses on an overhead transparency along with the scoring guide. 

■ Revise individual draft response to the prompt, using the scoring guide to improve the draft for 
content, organization, and style. 

■ Repeat the process above to edit for conventions, using the Conventions Scoring Guide with the 
sample responses and then individual drafts. 

5) Next Steps/Conclusion 

♦ This is an introduction to the materials contained in Grade 7 Anchor Set Annotations, Spring 2001 
WASL in Writing document. 

♦ There are many more student samples for both the persuasive prompt and the expository prompt 
contained in the Annotations document, complete with scores and annotations for content, 
organization, and style, as well as for conventions. 

♦ What are some of the ways we might delve further into the Annotations document? For example, we 
could learn more about how conventions are scored; staff and students could work together to develop 
a “student friendly” version of the scoring guides, or we could decide to meet in grade-level or cross- 
grade-level groups, including special education and Title I specialists, to further study the Annotations 
document. 



Suggestions for Additional Writing Resources for Staff 

> NCS Mentor CD ROM 

> Writing Process: Persuasive Writing CBE in the Middle Years Tool Kit 

> Eleven, a narrative prototype task in the Middle Years Tool Kit 

> Grade 7 Anchor Set Annotations from the Spring 1999 and Spring 2000 WASL 

> Grade Level Frameworks for Writing, K-10 
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Grade 7 Anchor Set Annotations 
Spring 2001, Writing 



Student Responses 

A Sample Selection 
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Writing 



Final Draft 




Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again. 

When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the 
next four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a 
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



Think of an adult from your current school or another school you have attended 
that you will remember for a long time. In a multi-paragraph essay, explain to your 
teacher what will make this person hard to forget and why. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if y° u need to. 
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Think of an adult from your current school or another 
school you have attended that you will remember for a 
long time. In a multi-paragraph essay, explain to your 
teacher why this person will be hard to forget. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again. 

When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the 
next four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a 
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell 
check may not be used* Your final draft will be scored. 



Think of an adult from your current school or another school you have attended 
that you will remember for a long time. In a multi-paragraph essay, explain to your 
teacher what will make this person hard to forget and why. 
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. . vnMr fina i draft read the checklist on page 12 again. 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Directions: Before you begin your final draft, ^ l on” this page and the 
When you have made your regions and edits, wnte your 

next four pages, if you need them. 
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Concinue your final draft on this page, if you ne^d to. ^ 
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Directions: Before you besin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again. 

When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the 
next four pages, if you need them. 

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one 
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make 
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a 
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell 
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored. 



Think of an adult from your current school or another school you have attended 
that you will remember for a long time. In a multi-paragraph essay, explain to your 
teacher what will make this person hard to forget and why. 




''^VPnvS -yv~vx\ \ VNQpg, 

^ 

WnrW?r,\^ q Q~uYrr\\<? ^ xQrv^c 

\ CLOC C Y\ac\ ^)o ^aC. V\v<s VN awW, 

fWr.TS / \ L~=- 

\ 2, v^gvA-Vrv | . .1 H g,.q ^V 10 = — 

~T~rruAfj C VVv^n 

yy?cruvs& v\£ v — 

CLlJO'C W^C^V. 

Ho. W\WH 

'O -o 

cwo t-c\ a Q-\ — 1/ o U 

—y — 



Final Draft 



6b 



Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to. 
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Content, Organization, and Style Scoring Guide 



Points 


Description 


4 


• maintains consistent focus on the topic and has ample supporting details 

• has a logical organizational pattern and conveys a sense of completeness and 
wholeness 

• provides transitions which clearly serve to connect ideas 

• uses language effectively by exhibiting word choices that are engaging and 
appropriate for intended audience and purpose 

• includes sentences, or phrases where appropriate, of varied length and 
structure 

• allows the reader to sense the person behind the words 
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• maintains adequate focus on the topic and has adequate supporting details 

• has a logical organizational pattern and conveys a sense of wholeness and 
completeness, although some lapses occur 

• provides adequate transitions in an attempt to connect ideas 

• uses effective language and appropriate word choices for intended audience 
and purpose 

• includes sentences, or phrases where appropriate, that are somewhat varied in 
length and structure 

• provides the reader with some sense of the person behind the words 


2 


• demonstrates an inconsistent focus and includes some supporting details, but 
may include extraneous or loosely related material 

• shows an attempt at an organizational pattern, but exhibits little sense of 
wholeness and completeness 

• provides transitions which are weak or inconsistent 

• has a limited and predictable vocabulary which may not be appropriate for the 
intended audience and purpose 

• shows limited variety in sentence length and structure 

• attempts somewhat to give the reader a sense of the person behind the words 


1 


• demonstrates little or no focus and few supporting details which may be 
inconsistent or interfere with the meaning of the text 

• has little evidence of an organizational pattern or any sense of wholeness and 
completeness 

• provides transitions which are poorly utilized, or fails to provide transitions 

• has a limited or inappropriate vocabulary for the intended audience and 
purpose 

• has little or no variety in sentence length and structure 

• provides the reader with little or no sense of the person behind the words 


0 


• response is “I don’t know”; response is a question mark (?); response is one 
word; response is only the title of the prompt; or the prompt is simply recopied 
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Conventions Scoring Guide 



Points 


Description 


2 


• consistently follows the rules of standard English for 
usage 

• consistently follows the rules of standard English for spelling of 
commonly used words 

• consistently follows the rules of standard English for capitalization 
and punctuation 

• consistently exhibits the use of complete sentences except where 
purposeful phrases or clauses are used for effect 

• indicates paragraphs consistently 


1 


• generally follows the rules of standard English for usage 

• generally follows the rules of standard English for spelling of 
commonly used words 

• generally follows the rules of standard English for capitalization and 
punctuation 

• generally exhibits the use of complete sentences except where 
purposeful phrases are used for effect 

• indicates paragraphs for the most part 


0 


• mostly does not follow the rules of standard English for usage 

• mostly does not follow the rules of standard English for spelling of 
commonly used words 

• mostly does not follow the rules of standard English for 
capitalization and punctuation 

• exhibits errors in sentence structure that impede communication 

• mostly does not indicate paragraphs 

• response is “I don’t know”; response is a question mark (?); response 
is one word; response is only the title of the prompt; or the prompt is 
simply recopied 
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